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1.Introduction 
1.1 The Consultation Statement has been prepared to fulfil the legal obligations of the 
Neighbourhood Planning Regulations 2012 under Section 5(2). A Consultation Statement: 

(a)  Contains details of the persons and bodies who were consulted about the proposed 

neighbourhood development plan; 

(b)  Explains how they were consulted; 

(c)  Summarises the main issues and concerns raised by the persons consulted; and 

(d)  Describes how these issues and concerns have been considered and, where 

relevant, addressed in the proposed neighbourhood development plan. 

1.2 The document records the sequence of activities undertaken to ensure that the local community, 

organisations, non-statutory, and statutory bodies were informed, engaged, and consulted during the 

preparation of the Neighbourhood Plan. Outcomes from the community engagement helped to 

determine the content and shaped the policies incorporated into the final plan. This consultation 

statement also describes how concerns have been addressed, and what changes have been made to the 

final Plan as a result of the pre-submission consultation. 

2. Consultation Objectives 
2.1 The development of the NDP is supported by a Communication and Engagement Strategy. The 

strategy sets our consultation objectives as being: 

¶ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ΨŦǊƻƴǘ-ƭƻŀŘŜŘΩ and the results considered before work commences on 

the plan, and continues throughout the process of plan preparation.  

¶ The entire community of Menheniot and adjoining Parishes, members of the Parish Council, the 

Neighbourhood Plan Team, those with a professional interest in the planning process, local schools 

and other organisations, are all effectively engaged. 

¶ Engagement and consultation methods take account of the diversity of the whole community so 

that all members of the community inform the plan. 

¶ When creating the plan, the Parish Council has a good understanding of the concerns and 

aspirations that are most important to the community and stakeholders;  

¶ The local community becomes more aware of how planning works and understand what can and 

cannot be done through the different parts of the planning system;  

¶ The local community understands the final planning policies that appear in the Menheniot 

Neighbourhood Plan and supports the planning decisions which follow these policies;  

¶ Good use is made of local of resources in creating the plan, including the skills, knowledge and 

energy of the community and other people living or working in the Parish;  

¶ The ability and confidence of the community to participate fully in the planning and development 

process is enhanced.  

2.2 To meet these objectives, we said we would aim to  

¶ ensure everyone can take part by overcoming barriers that some individuals have  

¶ be clear on what we are trying to achieve  

¶ make engagement easy to understand  

¶ analyse and evaluate all responses and views  

¶ share engagement responses and views in a timely manner  

http://menheniotparishcouncil.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/ENGAGEMENT-STRATEGY-v2-Oct19-1.pdf
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¶ review the methods we have used and reflect on which elements worked well and where there are 

gaps and why  

¶ analyse our engagement process and adapt it as necessary  

¶ comply with the Data Protection Act when handling personal information  

3. Key Stages 
3.1 The Communication and Engagement Strategy has been broken down into key stages to ensure 

clarity and continuity of progress with the plan: 

Stage 1 ς Awareness raising and community engagement in the analysis of local issues, creating the 

vision, and scoping of the Menheniot Parish Neighbourhood Plan objectives and themes.  

Stage 2 - Community engagement in the development of the policy and proposal options to be 

considered  

Stage 3 ς Formal consultation on the draft plan.  

Stage 4 - Promotion of the final plan and awareness raising for the local referendum.  

 

4. Awareness Raising and Community Engagement in 
Issues Analysis, Scoping and Vision (Stage 1) 
4.1 Menheniot Parish Council submitted an application and map to designation their Neighbourhood Area. 

This was submitted on 27 November 2013. Cornwall Council consulted residents and other interested 

stakeholders on the designation. The consultation ran between 6 December and 17 January 2014. Copies 

of the application letter and statement were made available to view during the six week consultation 

period. The statement explains how the Parish Council and Neighbourhood Area met the conditions of 

Section 61G(2) of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Documents were available to view from 

Liskeard One Stop Shop.  The documents are available to download via this link: Designation Process. No 

objections were received in respect of the notice and the area was formally Designated on 28th March 

2014. 

4.2 A Steering Group was formed involving Parish Councillors, members of local organisations, and 

interested members of the local community. After a settling down and familiarisation period, as a first step 

in community consultation the Steering Group arranged for a scoping survey to be carried out. This 

occurred between 17th October and 30th November 2015. Its aim was to establish what aspects of future 

development the community would like to see addressed. This involved the delivery to every household of 

a questionnaire. A total of 210 questionnaire responses were received (approximately 12% of the 

population). Of these, 38% were male, 46% were female, whilst 16% did not state their sex.  Typically, the 

age range of respondents was dominated by those over 45. The results show that the respondents 

considered the protection of the landscape; transport links; health facilities and wellbeing; and open 

spaces to be the most important aspects to be considered in formulating an NDP. Commercial 

development and renewable energy/biodiversity were also considered to be important, but to a lesser 

extent. A full copy of the analysis of the survey response can be found via this link: 1st Stage Survey. 

4.3 Thereafter followed a quieter period during which progress was limited, focussing mostly on resource 
gathering. In March 2017 a programme manager was commissioned to help take the NDP forward. As a 
first step a Community Engagement and Involvement Strategy was devised.  A website was created to 

http://menheniotparishcouncil.co.uk/designation/
http://menheniotparishcouncil.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/Menheniot-NDP-Stage-1-Consultation-Results-Feb-2016.pdf
http://menheniotparishcouncil.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/ENGAGEMENT-STRATEGY-v2-Oct19-1.pdf
http://menheniotparishcouncil.co.uk/
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contain all the NDP information and for online questionnaires.  The Parish CouncilΩǎ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ page was 
used for posts (25 in all) giving news, updates on progress and asking for comments on various documents 
ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ¢ǿƛǘǘŜǊ account were set up to engage with local people and 
encourage them to respond to surveys etc. at key points in the process of developing the NDP. The social 
media have continued to be used throughout the NDP process (See Figure 1).  
 

 Figure 1: Extract views from Twitter and Facebook. 

5. Community Engagement in Development of Policy and 

Proposal Options (Stage 2) 

5.1 The many useful comments that were made in the 1st stage survey assisted the Steering Group to 

develop a subsequent much more detailed and extensive survey to provide vital information to support 

their work drawing up the Neighbourhood Plan looking for both facts an opinion. The survey form was 

distributed to every household in the Parish, and posted on the website where an online response form 

(surveymonkey) was available. An exhibition was created that supported three drop-in sessions as follows:  

http://menheniotparishcouncil.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/MENHENIOT-NEIGHBOURHOOD-PLAN-–-2ND-SURVEY-AUTUMN-2017-V3.pdf
http://menheniotparishcouncil.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/Menheniot-Display_compressed.pdf
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¶ {ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ aŜǊǊȅƳŜŜǘΣ CǊƛŘŀȅ мрǘƘ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ н ǇΦƳΦ ǘƻ р ǇΦƳΦ 

¶ The Old School Room, Menheniot, Saturday 16TH December, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

¶ The Old School Room, Menheniot Tuesday, 9TH January 2018, 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

 

Figure 2Υ 5ǊƻǇ ƛƴ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ŀǘ {ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ aŜǊǊȅƳŜŜǘ  

 

5.2 Letters were also sent to local organisations, infrastructure providers, and groups representative of 

ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ΨtǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ /ƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎǘƛŎǎΩ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ǉǳŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ !Ŏǘ. (See Consultation List, 

Appendix 2). 

5.3 In reply, we had 176 responses from the community of the Parish. Some 59.2% of respondents were 

from Menheniot Village, 11.55 from Merrymeet, 17.2% from the other smaller settlements, and 12.1% 

from the rural area between. Again, the over 45s dominated, reflecting the age profile of the community. 

5.4 In summary the survey findings which influenced NDP content and strategy were as follows (nb WA = 

Weighted Average): 

ISSUE 1: HOUSING  

SITES. Some 63% of respondents thought the NDP should Identify a few smaller sites and balance the housing 
needs of our community against the impacts on environment, traffic and community facilities (WA of 3.798)  

MIX. In terms of housing mix, the highest priority given was for special housing for the elderly, so they do not have 
to move away in old age [WA 3.83], followed by family homes [WA 3.8], affordable rented accommodation [WA 
3.71] disability adapted homes {WA 3.51], and homes for single people and couples [WA 3.51]. Self-build [WA 3.1] 
and larger homes to attract business people [WA2.45] were low priority.  












































































